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From Yuegang to Macau: a Restudy on Yan Qisheng, a Sea-merchant of Zhangzhou

Zhang Kan

Abstract:To Fujian maritime, Zhengtong in Ming Dynasty is an important turning point, at which Yan Qisheng, a
sea-merchant of Yuegang, traded along the coast from Fujian to Guangdong. Some scholars have mentioned the action of
Yan Qisheng, but have not drawn out the details. Basing on collecting historical data from local chronicles and office docu-
ments, this paper think of Yan Qisheng as a pioneer of Zhangzhou harbor maritime, his activity connected not only the im-
perial system with regional society, but the market structure with business habitus. He established trading footholds near
Macao in Jingtai and Tianshun, which was the key links between the Southeast Asia and East Asia in trade networks, and
indirectly opened the door to the Portuguese in the 15th century.

Key words: Yan Qisheng; Yuegang; Macao; Hokkien Merchant ; Zhengtong; Jingtai; Tianshun
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